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RE: High School Students Artistic Reflection on the Pandemic.

Port Angeles Fine Arts Center to Host “The World on Pause”

The Port Angeles Fine Arts Center will kick off the year with a reflective look back on the past

two years under the pandemic. Leading the way for this latest exhibition, “The World on Pause:

Youth Perspectives on a Generation-Defining Experience” are students from Port Angeles High

School.

Over the last several months, Port Angeles Fine Arts Center Staff and Photographer Amy

McIntyre have partnered with Port Angeles High School teachers to engage more than 500

students in a conversation about their perspectives on the pandemic. Students were asked to

share how their lives have shifted and changed under the pandemic and were led through a

series of online workshops to help them develop their photo documentary skills as a means for

communicating their experience to the larger community. As a teaching artist, McIntyre shared

about the creation of her 2020 photo series, 'Any Port in a Storm: Pandemic Sundays in Port

Angeles, Washington,' documented the eerie early days of the pandemic in striking

black-and-white images. Her photo of an empty classroom in Franklin School was selected for

the Library of Congress's 'American Experiences' gallery. This project served as a springboard for

students to explore their own perspectives on the pandemic.

39 students will have their work on display starting Friday, January 7th.  Port Angeles Fine Arts

Center Gallery and Program Coordinator Sarah Jane and McIntyre as curators for the exhibition

have carefully selected images based on their content, composition, & complementary nature.

“It has been such an honor working on this project, from the grant application process through

classroom instruction last fall and now getting to see the exhibition come together in person. I

love that everything from the show title to the individual photographs came directly from the

students, and I hope that viewers will come away with a deeper understanding and appreciation

of how teens have experienced the past couple years,” states Jane.

Support for the project was made possible through grant funding from the National Endowment

for the Arts and the Washington State Arts Commission. Port Angeles Fine Arts Center was one

of 50 organizations throughout the state of Washington to be awarded a Partnership in
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Education Grant to help launch this project with teachers from the Port Angeles High School

history, art, and English departments. Together PAFAC staff and teachers were able to connect

the pandemic and social emotional resilience with their current curriculum.

“We are grateful that a multidisciplinary set of teachers chose to prioritize this project for their

students. Creative expression can be such a vital means for promoting social emotional

well-being and it was our hope that this project served as a supportive outlet for students in

their initial return to full time school,” states Port Angeles Fine Arts Center Director Christine

Loewe.

Student artwork on display ranges from reflective meaderings on day to day life under social

isolation, the value of kinship, finding joy in simple things, to the mental health impact of life

under a pandemic for teens. "I'm struck by how many students chose to emphasize the things

that have helped them cope during hard times: beloved pets, time in nature, chances to

connect with friends," says Jane.

“We know that the pandemic has been particularly challenging for young people. Across the

nation we have seen striking numbers about the rise in mental health issues among teens,

learning loss, and the impacts of social development. We are honored that local teens chose to

open the door and share what has been most formative for them. I believe we have so much to

learn from their perspectives,” states Loewe.

The exhibition will open on Friday, January 7th with an opening reception from 5-7PM in the

Esther Webster Gallery. All are invited to attend this free event. The exhibition will remain on

display through Feb 27th with gallery hours Thursday through Sunday from 10 AM -4PM.

As part of the exhibition, visitors will have the opportunity to “talk back” with messages of

solidarity and support for the artists through a small interactive display.

“I am excited to offer this gift back to the students for their willingness to step out of their

comfort zone and share and ultimately, I'm just over the moon to bring student artwork back to

PAFAC again – we all benefit when we invest in the next generation of creatives and visionaries,”

states Jane.

Attachment: 'Spring Reunion' by senior Celeste Tucker (tucker.pandemic.jpg)

From the artist: "I think spring is always a great refresh button, and it couldn't have been more
applicable to the Spring of 2021, as our school had finally allowed kids back on campus for the hybrid
schedule. This photo represents hope that things would go back to normal. That day was our final tennis



match, and it ended up being a perfect day. I could almost forget about the six-foot distance between us,
as their company provided a refreshing awakening that life goes on, even if everything has changed."


